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On the eve of the anniversary of the 9/11 terrorist attacks, the United States can think of no more fitting and hopeful 
a way to mark that occasion than with the adoption of these two major new counterterrorism instruments. The 
Beijing Convention and Beijing Protocol will significantly strengthen the existing international counterterrorism 
legal framework and facilitate the prosecution and extradition of those who seek to commit acts of terror — the kinds 
of heinous attacks that appalled the international community on September 11, 2001. They will also criminalize 
efforts by terrorists and other criminals to use civil aviation to transport extraordinarily dangerous materials, such as 
biological, chemical, and nuclear weapons. 

In reflecting on the events of 9/1 1 it is important to recall that while those attacks occurred in the United 
States, the victims came from over 90 countries. They did not share a single religion, nationality, race, ideology, 
gender, or age. In fact the victims shared no single characteristic than their common humanity. And it is in that 
spirit that we accomplished our work these past two weeks — finding common ground in the fundamental purpose of 
these instruments in combating terror and striving to overcome differences on specific issues. 

While our success today is the result of the work and commitment of all of the delegations in this room, for 
which the United States is deeply grateful, it would not have been possible without the exceptional contributions of 
certain individuals. The United States extends its appreciation to President Xia for presiding over the Diplomatic 
Conference and to our Chinese hosts for their generous hospitality and support. Our chairman of the Committee of 
the Whole, Mr. Terry Olson, provided extraordinary leadership in skillfully guiding our work and shaping the 
compromises that made this conference succeed. These efforts were supported by an exceptionally skilled and 
hardworking secretariat, led by the superb Mr. Denys Wibaux, and furthered by our interpreters and conference 
support staff. And finally, I would like to extend the special thanks of the United States to the Committee's 
rapporteur, Ms. Julie Atwell, who was a driving force of this exercise from its inception to its successful conclusion 
this week. Her dedication to this task over the course of many years made it possible for us to see this day. 

The attacks of 9/1 1 have many legacies, but the most promising of those is the kind of international 
cooperation demonstrated in Beijing these past two weeks in coming together to conclude international legal 
instruments that will expand and enhance our joint efforts to counter the scourge of terrorism. The United States is 
pleased to join our Chinese hosts and other delegations in being one of the first signatories to these important new 
treaties. 


